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THE DENTAL FILLING.
BY JOSEPH HEAD, D. D. S., PHILADELPHIA, PA. For the last fifty years dentists have declared that a filling must be a water-tight, forgetting that the tooth itself is thoroughly pervious to moisture, and also forgetting that many fillings which admittedly leak keep on preserving the tooth-structure indefinitely. Jack has put in soft foil fillings, under If, however, he works in a hospital, or wears the clothing of a small-pcx patient, the number of germs taken into the body overcomes the hygienic police force, and the man falls sick. The same principle applies to tooth-filling. The tooth can resist the onslaught of a few bacteria, and, it would seem, destroy them, as is shown in the case of mummified block decay. Moreover, many bacteria need the presence of air, and all need a constant supply of food. The fillings tend to exclude both of these essentials for bacteriological propagation.
In spite of the fact that a useful filling may leak micro-organisms, there should oe no pains spared to adapt each plug as accurately as possible. The more perfectly a filling excludes bacteria from a sterilized cavity, the more certain the chances of permanent success.
And after all has been said against filling-materials and defective conditions of the saliva, it seems probable that the great majority of our failures arise either from hasty preparation of the cavity or unskilful manipulation.
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